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SUBJECT: INDONESIA WILLING TO MEDIATE BANGLADESH-PAKISTAN DISPUTE 
REE : JAKARTA 5723 MAY 14, 1973 

1. ACCORDING OFFICIAL ANTARA, DURING PRESS CONEERENCE 
FEB 6 FOREIGN MINISTER MALIK STATED INDONESIA WILL OFEER 
HER GOOD OEFICES IN SETTLING BANGLADESH-PAKISTANI 
DISPUTE, ADDING GOI HAD EARLIER BEEN ASKED TO MEDIATE. 

"WE WILL TRY TO BRING PAKISTAN AND BANGLADESH TOGETHER 
IN JAKARTA AS WELL AS IN LAHORE," SAID MALIK. 

2. COMMENT: WHILE MALIK HAS LONG BEEN EAGER TO HELP, 

WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE THAT TWO SIDES HAVE ASKED GOI TO 
MEDIATE, AS HE CLAIMS. LAST YEAR INDONESIAN OEFER WAS 
REJECTED (REFTEL). WHEN ASKED FEB 5 TO VERIFY THAT TWO 
SIDES MIGHT MEET IN JAKARTA, BANGLADESH EMBOFE REPLIED 
IT "IN RUMOR STAGE ONLY." 
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